ers * He Goſpel: 


it, andf5borc Londen, from-the unjuſt. 
_  Aſperſions caſt upon their former AQings 
for the Parliament, as if they had pro- 
mored the: bellog of the 


KING 


gay gy ng nyo uangagh 


to Capitall puniſhment. 


WITH 
 Aſhort Exhortationto their People to keep cloſe 


- 


o _ totheir Covenant- Ingagement. 


' Ifarah 62.1, For Zio i not bold my peace, and for Teruſalems ſake I will 
rot reſt, untilt the thereof go jorth a» brightneſe,and tbe ſalvation 


«if !amp tha | 
PA np bs fo ſeal Tord and the King, and meddle not with 


OY bat are given toc 
eel tas "efrl wy , and who knowetb the ruine of them both ? 
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OF THE 
MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL 
in;and abeut-Londoy, from the unjuſt Aſperfions 
caſt upon their former Aings for the Parliament, 


as it they had promoted the bringing of the 
K IN. G to Capitall puniſhment. 


T cannot be unknown how much we, and 
g other Miniſters of this City and Kingdom 
that faithfully adhered to the Parliamer.r, 
y have injuriouſly-imarted underthe ſcourge 
ESSSI8 of cvilrongues and pens,cver (ince the firſt 
eruption of the unhappy differences and unnaturall warre 
between the King and Parliament, for our obedienceto 
the Commands and Orders-of the Honourable Houſes, 
intheir conteſts with his Majeſty, and conflias with his 
Armies. 
| Wearenot ignorant of the'over-buſie entermedlings 
of Prelates and their party heretofore, in over-rulin 
civil affairs to the great endangering of Kingdoms, 
of this in-particular, when private intereſts, ambitious 
deſignes, revenge, or other finiſter ends, engaged them 
beyondtheir ſphere. Howbeir, it cannot reaſonably (as 
; weconceive) be denied, that Miniſters, as ſubjet#s, being 
bound to obey the Laws and to wank the Liberties of 
| "oo the - 


(2) 
the Kingdom, and having an intereſt in them and the. 
happineſſe of them, as well as others, may and ought, 
ng iacurrizg+ the: juſt cenſure due to buſie- 
zodies "and incendiaries ) t> appear, for preſerving the 
Laws and Liberties of that Common-wealth whereof 
hey ars members, eſpecially in our caſe, when it was de- 
Cared by th2 Parlia net, that all was at ſtake, and in 


danger to be loſt, No, nor as Miniſters ought ho 


hold their pexce, ina time wherein the fins of Rulers an 
Magiſtrates as well as others, have fo far provoked-God 
as ro kindle the fire of his wrath againſt his pzople. And. 
yet; for this alone, the faithfall ſervants of God, have in 
all azes,through the my/ice of Satan and his inſtruments 
been traduced as Arch-incendiaries, when only their ac- 
cuſers are.indeed guilty of both laying the train, and of 
puttiag fire to it, to blow up a Kingdom. 

An 4ha5 andhis ſycophants think none ſo fir bear 
the odium of being the grand Tronbley of 1ſrasl, as Blyah. 
Thus, the popiſh device was, to charge the Gun-powader 
Treaſon ( had ittaken effe& ) upon the Paritavs : And, if 
you beleeve Tertnulizs, even 2 Paul is a peftilentifellow, a 
mover of ſeditton throughout the world, a.ringleader of a ſeit, 
and whatnot, but what he is ? Yea,Cbyift himſelf{(rhough 
a friend to Monarchy, even of heatheniſh Rome) is pro- 
claimed 4x enemy tos Ceſar, to open a way to his deſtru- 
Rion, by their malice, who never cared for the intereſt 
of Ceſar. 

Wherefore, virbough with us, who have had expe- 
rience of like uſage, #t ve 4 ſmall thing tobethus judged of 
wen, when we regard only our own particular perſons: 
For, if they call the maſter of the houſe Beel-zebub, how 
much more thoſe of his howjhold? yet when we conſider 


how + 


much calumntated and tradiced. 


LED, 
how much itconcerns the honour of our Maſter, and the 
good ofall,-to preſerve our miniſteriall funQtion imma- 
culate (our good names, being'in that relation, as need- 
Full ro others, as 4 good cconſtience to our ſelves) we 
are not but ſtand by and aſſert the integrity ot<our 
hearts, andthe innocency of all our adings ( in refe- 
rence tothe King and Kingdome) for which we are fo 


This we are compelled to'at this rime, ' becauſe there 


are many who very confidently ( ha moſt unjuftly ) 


charge us to have been formerly inſtrumentall, coward 
the taking away the Hfe of the King. And becauſe alſo 
thereareothers who in their ſcarrilous Paſquils and Li- 
bels ( as well as with their virulent'tongues ) preſent us 
ro the world as a bloxdy ſeditions ſeit, and traiterous 0b- 
ſfruitors, of what all the godly people of the Kinzdome doc 
earneſ! ly deſire for eſtabliſhing of Religicn and Peace, inthat 
.we ſtickarthe Execution of the King,. while yet we arc 
( as they. falſly affirm) content to have” him convited 
and condemned : all which we muſt, and do from our 
kearts diſclaim, before the whole world. 
For when we did firſt engage with the- Parliament, 
( which we did not till called thercunts') we 'did it 
with-loyall hearts and affetion towards the King, and 
his poſterity. Notintending the leaſt hurt ts his Perſon, 
bur to ftop his party from doing further hurt to the 
Kingdome; notto bring his Majeſty to juſtice ( as ſome 
now ſpeak y butto put him into a berter capacity to doe 
juſtice: To remove the wicked from before him, that his 
throne might be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſſe, not to de- 
throne, and deftroy him, which ( we much fear) is 
the ready way to the deftruQion of all his' Kingdomes. 
23 A3 - -*Fhar 
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That which puton any. of us &-firſt to appear for the 
Parliament was, The Propoſitions and Orders of the: Lords 
and Commons in Parliament ( Jin. to. 1642.) for bring- 
ing in of money and plate, 4c. wherein-they aſſured us 
rhas whatſoever ſhould be brought inthereupon, ſhould 


nat be at all employed upon any other accafion, then to 


maintain The Proteſtant Religion, The Kings Authority, 
his Perſon in his royall dignity, the free courſe of juitice, the 
Laws ofthe Land, the Peace of 4h# Kingdome, and the Pri- 
viledges of Parliament, 4gainit any force which ſhall oppoſe 
them. 

Andinthis we were daily confirmed and enceuraged 
more and more, by their- many. ſubſequent declarations 
and proteſtations, which we held our felves bound te 
beleeve, knowing many of chem to be. godly and con- 
ſcientious men, of Publike ſpirits, zealouſly promoting 


the common good, and ﬀabouring to freethis Kingdome 


fromtyranny and ſlavery, which ſome evill inſtruments 
about the King, endeavoured to bringupon the Nation. 

As for the preſent aQings at Weſftmunſter, fince the 
time that ſo many of the Members were by force ſechu- 


. ded, divers impriſoned, and othersthereupon withdrew 


from.the houſe of Commons, ( and, there notbeingthar 
canjundtion, of the tewo Houſes, as heretofore ) we are 
wholly unſatisfied therein, becauſe we conceive them 


to be {o farre from being warranted by ſufficient Autho- 


rity, as that in our apprehienſions they tend to. an atu- 


all-alreration (if nor ſubverſion ) of that which the ho- 
nourable Hoſe of Commons, in their Declaration of April 
17. 1646. have taught us t@ call the Fandamentall con- 


fitution. aud goverwment of this Kingdome , which they 


therein aſſure us (if we. underſtand them ) they would 
never alter... Te. 


oe OO. a. SR has wh, OS pt. ws 


-- 
p. —_ i Py | — 


(5) {178/ 

Yea, we hold our ſelves bound in duty to God, Re- 
ligion, the King, Parliament and Kingdome, to profeſte 
before God, Angels and met, That we verily beleeve 
that which is fo much feared to be nowin apiration, 12 
taking away the life ofthe King inthe preſent way of Trial, 
is, not only not agreeable to any Word of God, the 
principles of the Proteſtant Religion ( never yer ſtained 
with the leaft drop of bloud of a Kitig ) orthe fundamen- 
tall conſtitution and government of this Kingdom , bur, 
contrary tothem, as allo to the 04th of 4 "glance, rhe 
Proteſtation of cMay 5. 1641. and the ſolempa Leagit 
. and Covenant : from all, or any of which Engagements, 
we know not any power on earth, able ro-abfolve us or 
- ethers. - 

In whichlaſt, we have ſworn ( with hands lifred up 
' to the moſt high God) That we ſhall with ſincerity, reality, 

andeonſtancy, im our ſeveral vocations, endeavour , with our 
 eftates and lives, mutually to preſerve and defend the Rights 

and nh haxyged A the Parliaments, and the liberties of the 
Ki 5, ana t0 preſerve and defend the. Kings Majeſties 
Perſon, and Authority, in the defence of thetrue _ and 
Liberties of the Kinedomes : That the world may bear wit- 
meſie with owr conſciences of our Loyalty , and that we 
have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh his MajeFies juit 
power and greatmeſie. 

And weare yet further tied by another Article of the 
ſame Covenant ; Not ro ſuffer owr ſelves, diretty or indi- 
rely, 5 whatſoever combination, per ſwaſion or terrour, to be 
dbvided or withdrawn from this bleſſed onion and conjunition, 
whether to muke defettion to the comtr ary party, or to give our 
ſcbves 10 adeteftable indiſſerency, or nenrality in rhis Cauſe 
which ſo mach concerns the glery of God, the good of i 


King- 


/ (6) 


Kingdomes, and honour df the King © but ſhall all the daies of 
our lives, Fealouſly and conſtantly. continue therein againſt all 
oppoſition,and promote the ſam: a:cording to our power againſt 
all lets and impediments whatſoever. And: this we | have' 
not only taken ourſelves, but moſt of us have by- com- 
mand ofthe Parliament adminiſtred itto. others, whom: 
we have thereby drawn in to be as deep as our-ſelves in 
this publike engagemenc, | 2 1G 

Therefore, According to that our Covenant, we doe 
inthe Name of the great God (to whom all muſt give a 
ſtrict account ) warn and exhort all who either more im- 
mediatly belong to our reſpetivecharges, or any way 
depend on ourManiſt ry,or to whom we haveadminiſtred 
the ſaid, Covenant (that we may not by our filenceſuff.r 
rhemto run upon that highly provoking fin of Perjury ) 
to keepcloſe tothe waies of God, 2nd the rules of Re-' 
ligion, the Laws, .and their Vows, in their conſtant: 

: —_ 57 maintaining thetrue Reformed Religion, rhe fundamen- 

(for the ſub. £all Conſtitution, and Government of this Kingdome, 

lance otic) ( not{ufferingthemlelves to be ſeduced from it, by be- 

eo 929" ingdrayn in to ſubſcribe the late. Models, or Agree- 
ing of Parlia. et of the people *, which direRly tendsro the utrer ſub-. 
meats, ard 10 yerſ19n of the whole frame of the fundamentall govern-* 

-e?, —_ ment of the Land, and makes.way.for an univerſall role. 

ment of the ration of all hereſtes and blaſphemies ( direaly contiary - 

Ree, 2 toour Covenant.) if they can but get their ors to. 

Mr Prins Coverthem underafalſe guiſe,af che Chriſtian Religion) as | 

ſpeech in whe alſo in preſerving the Priviledges of both Houſes of 

I_ Parliament, and the Union berweentherwo Nations of 

Dea4.n648, Englandand Scotland : ro mourn bitterly fortheir own 

pag-85.8 pag: fins, theſins ofthe City, Army, Parliament and King- 

_ 09% T6 dame, and the wolull. miſcarriages of the King him- - 


ſelf, 
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felf ( which we cannot but acknowledge to be many 
and very great ) in his Government, that have coſt the 
rhree Kingdomes ſo dear, and caſt him down from his 
Excellency intoa1 horrid pitot miſery, almoſt beyond 
example. Andto pray that God would both give him 
effetuall repentance, and ſanRify that bitter cup of Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure,that che Divine providence hath pur in- 
to his hand, as alſo that God would reſtrain the violence 
_ of men, that they may not dare to draw upon themſelves 
and the Kingdome the bloud of their Soveraign. 
Andnow, we have good tcaſon to expe that they 
who brought us under ſuch a bond, and thereby led 
us into the neceſhity of this preſent Vinication and ma- 
nifeſtation of our judgements and diſcharge of our con- 
ſciences, ſhould defend us in it. However, we reſolve 
rather to be of their number that tremble at his Ter- 
rozrs Whois a conſumine fire, and will not fail :# avenge 
the quarell of his Covenant , upon all that contemn ir, then 


"Tue 


ro be found among thoſe who deſpiſe the Oath by break- Lev.6, 


ing his Covenant ( afier lifting up the hand) althoug 
it had been made butin Civil things only, and that with 
the worſt of men. 


| GC Burges, D.D, Preacher of the Word in 


Pauls Lond. 


Ezrk.17% 
h 2 Sam, 24, 


Will. Gouge D.D. Paſtor of Black-friers. 


Edm. Stanton D.D. Paſtor of Kengfton. 


The, Temple D.D. Paſtor of Batterſey, 
Geo, Walker Paſtor of John "_ 


Eamn. 
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Edm. (,alamy Paſtor cf Mdermanbury. 

Fer. Whitaker Paſtor of _ Bermunſey- 

Dan. (;awarey Mmiſt. of Martins in the Fields, 
Willam Spurſtow Miniſt. of Hackney. 

La, Seaman Paſtor of eAlh. Breadſftreet. 
Simeon Afhe Min. of Michael Baſmgſhaw, 

Tho (aſe Mvilt, of Magd. Mzlk ſtreet, 

Neich. Profjet Miviſter at Foiters, 

T hom. Thorowgood Minilt, of Crayford. 

Edw (rbet Miniſt, of (royden. 

Henry Roborough Paſt. of Leonards Eaft.Cheap. 
lohn Downham Paſtor of Alhall. T hame-ftreet, 
Arthur Fackson Paltor of Michaels Wood-ſtreet. 
Fa Nalton Paſtor of Leonards Fofterlane, 


Tho Cawten Paſt. of Bartholomewes Exchange. 


Charles Offfþring Paſtor of Antholins, 
Sa. Clark Minitter of Bennet Fynk. 
Fo. Wall Miniſter of Michael Cornhill. 


Fran.Reberts Paſtor ofthe Churchat Auſtins, 


Samuel Belton Paſtor of eAndrews Holborne, 
Mat. Haviland Paſtor of Trinity: 
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Fohn Sheffield Miniſter of Swithins. 
William Harriſon Minter of (Gracechurch, 
William Fenkyn Miniſt, of Chriſtchurch, 
Fobn Viner Paſtor of Buttolph eAlgate: 
Elidad Blackwell Paſtor of Andrew YVnderſhaft! 
Fohn (roſe Miniſter at Mathews Fridayileet. 
Fobn Fuller Miniſter at Buttolph Biſhopſgate. 
William T aylor Paſtor ot Stephens Coleman- 


ſtreet. 


Peter Witham Paſtor of Albanes VYoodflreet. 
Fran. Peck Paſtor of Ni icb. Acorne. 
(hriſtopher ove Paſtor of Anne Alderſoate, 
Fohbn VV allis Miniſter of Martm fronmonger- 
lane. 
Tho. Watſon Paſtor of Stevens FPFalbrosk. 
Willizm V Pickins Paſtor of Andrew Hubbard. 
Tho. Manton Manitter of Stofe Newington, 
T homas Gouge Paſtor of F epulchers. 
William BlackmorePaſtor of Peters Cornhill. 
Robert «Mercer Miniſter of Brides. 


Ra Robinſon Paſtor of Mary Voolnorth, 
| , B 4 2 Thohn ; 
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Fobn Glaſcock Min. at Underſhaft. 

Thomas Whately Miniſter at «Mary Wool- 
Church. 
Fonathan. LLoyde Paſtor of Tames Garlick- ; 

_ Hithe. VET 
Fohn Wells Paſtor of Olaves lury. 
Benjamin Needler Paſtor of Margaret Moſes. 


Nath. Staniforth Miniſter of M ary Botha,” 


_ Steven Watkins Miniſter of « Mary Overies, 


Facob Tice Paſtor of Buttolph Billingggate. 

fohn Stileman Miniſter at Rotherhithe. 

_ Bull Paſtor of North Cray. © | 
nathan Deverux late Miniſter at eAnirews 

: Holburne. | ads 

} Paul Ruſſell Preacherat Hackney. 

_ Toſuah Kirby Miniſter ofthe V ord, 

Arthur Barham Paſtor at Hellens, 
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